
While Professor Scher’s six-month 
osseointegrated implant course is ultimately 
designed for beginners in implant dentistry, 
the curriculum interested me from the 
outset. 

I have had an interest in implant 
dentistry for the past 11 years and have 
been actively involved in restoring and then 
placing implants over the past 10 years. 

Having done a number of implant 
courses over these years, I was attracted to 
Prof. Scher’s course as it covers the basics 
along with his unrivalled experience in 
implant dentistry. One of the main 
emphases of the course is the importance of 
case selection, treatment planning and the 
gaining of informed valid consent by the 
writing of the ‘perfect’ implant treatment 
planning letter. 

Those on the course – whether beginners 
or experienced – can’t fail to learn from 
Prof. Scher, with his vast experience along 
with his welcoming and relaxed style of 
teaching. Lecturers from the Eastman, 
Dental Protection, the ADI, dental labs and 
suppliers and CBCT scanners, amongst 
others, also speak on the course.  

Evidence-based
The course is underpinned by extensive 

given at every section of the course. This 
includes a literature review, which sees 
literature relevant to the next month’s 
course sent out each month, and treatment 
planning exercises that are set each month. 
The treatment planning letter that you 
write will be checked by Prof. Scher with 
constructive but private criticism. 

Added opportunities 
This is a great improvement in my opinion 
to a weeklong course, which will inevitably 
result in less ‘reflection’ and less retention 
of information due to the volume of 
information covered in such a short space 
of time.

Finally, there is the opportunity to be 
mentored during the course but not on 
course days. This takes the form of one-to-
one mentoring with Prof. Scher or Dr Maria 
Retsepi. It can be arranged in such a way 
that the patient can be offered a discount 
on their case so you will not have to bear 
the full cost of the case. 

At the end of the course, delegates are 
able to apply for the ICOI (International 
Congress of Oral Implantology) fellowship 
without further examination. The ICOI 
recognises this course as being equivalent to 
its first level of recognition. ’

teaching of the evidence basis behind 
current implant dentistry. It is packed with 
learning that is certainly excellent in both 
quality and quantity.

Personally, I enjoyed the course 
immensely and would highly recommend it 
to beginners as well as more experienced 
practitioners.  

I was asked by a colleague on the course: 
‘With your experience, why are you doing 
this course?’ My answer was simple: ‘You 
can never stop learning and what an 
opportunity to learn from somebody like 
Professor Scher’. 

I also believe that the more experienced 
practitioner can actually benefit more than 
the beginner on this course; it will build on 
their knowledge of implant dentistry and 
allow them to pick up the tips and gems of 
information that Prof Scher imparts.

The course is not limited to any specific 
implant system, so would benefit 
practitioners who may be used to one 
implant system and are looking to broaden 
their knowledge and understanding. The 
fact that the course is spread over 10-12 
days based on Friday and Saturday’s helps 
the practitioner, as it limits the time out of 
clinical practice and also enables time to 
reflect on the vast volume of information 

Implant 
education

Nick Lamb qualified in 2001 from King’s in London, having previously completed 
a three-year BSc in Parasitology. He moved to Norwich to complete his VT year 
and stayed on to become a VT trainer himself for three years. In 2008 he moved to 
Island House Dental Care in Woodbridge where he is now a partner. In 2008 he was 
appointed as a dental practice adviser to a local PCT at the time and have continued 
in that role since through many changes and now cover all of East Anglia working for 
NHS England when not in practice. Having undertaken training in the USA, South Africa 
and the UK, he has been placing dental implants for approximately seven years and 
restoring them for more than nine. 
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Course registration is now open – 
acceptance is on a first come basis. 
Please call practice manager Dianne 
on 020 7584 9833 or email reception@
walpolestreetdental.co.uk for further 
details.


